
IMAGINE San Francisco’s civic spine, 
Market Street, transformed by a 

2-mile long work of public art. LIGHTRAIL is an installation by 
artists George Zisiadis and Stefano Corazza that reflects over-
head the real-time movements of the BART and Muni trains 
beneath your feet. 

The artwork celebrates mass transit and multimodalism. More 
importantly, it creates a common thread of connection for the 
diverse communities along the Market Street corridor. It is a 
public invitation to visit, explore and see possibilities anew.

Through light, movement and energy, the installation encour-
ages a brighter arts and culture future for our most important 
and dynamic thoroughfare. 

KEY FACTS

LightRail is being 
presented by ILLUMINATE, 
the nonprofit arts 
organization that brought 
you The Bay Lights.

Working closely with 
the local community 
and City government, 
ILLUMINATE holds a major 
encorachment permit to 
install the artwork.

LIGHTRAIL is a four year 
installation that will be 
funded entirely through 
private philanthropy. Total 
project cost is $12 million. 

The project includes 
retrofitting the historic Path 
of Gold streetlights with 
LEDs, cutting energy use by 
80% and improving overall 
lighting conditions. 



ILLUMINATE, the non-profit arts organization that brought you 
The Bay Lights, is presenting LIGHTRAIL.

Working with local artists George Zisiadis and Stefano Corazza, 
an extraordinary technical team, a range of city agencies, Mayor 
Lee and the SF Board of Supervisors, ILLUMINATE holds a major 
encroachment permit to install the artwork which runs nearly 2 miles, 
from One Market to Van Ness Avenue. 

In addition, ILLUMINATE plans to retrofit the entire Path of Gold 
streetlights–from the Ferry Building to the Rainbow Flag–with new 
energy-efficient LED bulbs that will cut energy use by 80% while 
casting a better light on Market Street. The new LED light will be more 
flattering to the human face and built-environment than the high-
pressure sodium vapor “crime” lights installed in the 1970s.

The result will be a cleaner, greener, safer, more socially and culturally 
active and diverse Market Street. 

The artwork has been permitted for four years, staying in place at 
least until the improvements of the City’s Better Market Street plan 
are selected and implemented. The cost to install the monumental 
artwork and retrofit the Path of Gold street lights is $12 million. 

ILLUMINATE is committed to raising funds privately from the 
generous San Francisco community, with a special focus on those who 
make Market Street their home and a place of business. 

Our driving hope is to raise funds and pledges during 2016 and install 
the artwork in time to mark San Francisco’s Summer of Love in 2017.  

To discuss how you can show your support for LIGHTRAIL,  
call Jillian Elliott at 415.488.8 076 or email jillian@illuminate.org 

We wish to acknowledge the following 
governmental agencies for thier support in 

helping permit the installation: 

And the following cultural and business 
organizations for their letters of support: 

See the artists’ rendering: illuminate.org/projects/lightrail/


